
One of the major bits of repairwork 

was the construction of a new path, 

by-passing a badly eroded stretch of 

the path to the Glencallum Bay light-

house. The exceptionally high tides in 

January, combined with high winds, 

had washed away not only the stone 

buttresses built up by the Scottish 

Conservation Volunteers some years 

ago but had also undercut the path 

which had collapsed. The SCV’s came 

over again in March and cut a new path 

a safe distance above the affected area 

but, alas, it soon became obvious that 

some walkers are still using the 

dangerous eroded length, even to the 

extent of removing boulders posi-

tioned to divert walkers on to the new 

path!!
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So, here we are, more than half way through the year and it is high time to tell you what has been happening since the 
AGM. Perhaps it would be best to start with the most recent event and work back from there.

On 5th July Billy and a team of Neil, 

Don, Jock and Ian Hopkins headed up 

the Forestry Track to the turning circle 

above Shalunt and put up a bridge over 

the deep ditch on the West Island Way 

(WIW). This ditch is always wet, even 

during dry spells, and the bridge will 

now enable walkers to be dry shod, at 

least until they get onto the moor!

Also in June, in conjunction with Bute 

Estate, the BCT organised the clearance 

of whins along a length of the Moor 

Road as well as improve the ditching 

here. It should also be noted that the 

company involved in removing timber 

from the wood above Lochend Farm 

have now reinstated the length of track 

severely damaged by heavy equipment.

June saw the completion of the board-

walk over a very muddy section of the 

WIW at the 

foot of the 

S u i d h e 

behind the 

orchard at 

Kilchattan 

Bay. This 

h a s 

a l r e a d y 

met with 

considera-

ble approv-

al and the boardwalk may be extended 

to another couple of sections along this 

notoriously muddy length of the walk.

The camera recording the life and 

times of the ospreys is now in position. 

At the time of writing it is thought that 

there is one chick, possibly two, but this 

will be confirmed when Ian and his 

‘ringing team’ go into action. The angle 

of the camera will have to be tweaked 

slightly at this time as the position has 

been altered by the male osprey using it 

as a perching post! Film coverage of the 

nesting birds will hopefully be on view 

at the Mount Stuart Visitors Centre by 

the end of this month (July).



Earlier in the year members of the 
BNHS Bird Group and the Conservation 
Trust erected a bird hide overlooking 
the Greenan Loch. This now means we 
have 5 bird hides giving excellent 
coverage of shore and loch birds on the 
Island.

The metal fencing near the Kingarth 
War Memorial was badly damaged by 
falling trees in January. The fallen trees, 
along with standing trees which are too 
close for comfort to the fence have now 
been removed. The fence is being 
repaired (by Mount Stuart Trust) and the 
ground adjacent to the fence will be 
planted with smaller native trees such 
as birch and rowan. The rhoddies here 
which were cut back a couple of years 
ago and were showing signs of 
re-growth have now been sprayed, as 
will the new growth of cut rhoddies 
along the top of the Cnocnicholl path.

There was a hard day of ‘rhoddie-bash-
ing’ in the Skeoch Woods back in Febru-
ary / March but it has been agreed that 
cutting back of rhododendrons should, 
where possible, be allied with the chip-
ping of the cut wood because leaving 
piles of cut branches makes just as 
much of an eyesore and will make 
access even more difficult in the future.

The footfall counters at 10 points 
along the WIW were checked in April. 
This will be repeated after the Septem-
ber weekend and it is hoped to show 
the usage of the paths at the next AGM.

Our remit is not just to areas outwith 
Rothesay. Last September, following 
contacts from members of the public 
and our own growing concern, we 
contacted VisitScotland as to the deteri-
orating condition of the Winter Garden 
/ Discovery Centre. They organised a 
meeting with us and their response 
was very positive but all then went very 
quiet. There was another flurry of 
e-mails a month or so ago and there 
does now seem to be some movement 
in the right direction.

This does not cover all that has been 

going on since January. The Trustees 

have been meeting every month 

making sure that not only the major 

projects are being monitored but also 

the on-going general maintenance of 

paths, signs, bridges etc is kept up to 

date. Much of the work on sign replace-

ment and repair has been carried out 

by the Ranger Service. Contracts have 

been put in place to keep some of the 

paths strimmed and sprayed. Where 

there is a kissing gate in need of repair, 

this has been replaced with a self-lock-

ing gate and styles are being replaced, 

wherever possible, with self-locking 

gates.  Everything is recorded by Billy 

in the Repairs Register along with such 

details as when reported, when 

repaired, by whom reported and at 

what cost etc. This information will be 

vital when we have the Final Evaluation 

of the whole project in 2018. The Trust 

very much relies on feedback of infor-

mation from all members of the public 

in this respect. Please let us know if you 

see anything that needs attention … or 

if you have ideas as to how things 

could be improved.     

A special thanks to the members of 
the Bute Conservation Volunteers who 
carry out the major part of the repairs 
and installation in fair weather and in 
foul! 

Thank you for your support by being a 
member of the Bute Conservation Trust 
and we hope you will come along to 
the AGM in December.
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